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suitable for "a delicate person5*, and having a
*%lorious climate53 with no extremes.
The whole subject of Ludwig's histrionic and
most misleading version of the exile has been
dealt with lately by Sir Frederick Maugham, in
an article on "Napoleon and St. Helena: A
Gernjan Calumny", published in the London
Mercury of January 1929. The writer has collected
the fullest evidence to refute an accusation which
is both false and mischievous. He quotes from a
contemporary. History of the Island of St. Helena,
published in 1808, and written by T. H. Brooks,
Secretary to the Government of St. Helena (East
India Company), who had lived there for fifteen
years, with access to all the official records. "His
work is full of praise of the island, its beauty, its
fertility, and above all its climate," which,
according to this authority, "seems to be pecu-
liarly adapted to the constitutions of Europeans,
of whom many have resided here for a long
series of years without suffering any malady."
Sir Frederick Maugham's second English autho-
rity on this question, Major-General Beatson,
had been Governor of the island for five years,
and published (1816} Tracts Relative to the Island
of St. Helena, in which he claimed that its climate
"is perhaps the mildest and most salubrious in
the world". The Duke of Wellington (then Sir
Arthur Wellesley) visited St. Helena in 1805, and
wrote at the time: "The interior of the island is
beautiful, and the climate apparently the most
healthy I have ever lived in."